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TOJU ffllE
Jimmy Britt and Battling
Nclson to Show Which is

Least Down and Out.

HT1 R'NS MAY FIGHT
THK NI-GRO [OI1XSOX

Thc Great and Only Jim Jcffrics
May Leave tlie Cliarm of

Domesticity and (let iri
Scrappfng Cbndition

If Rt>che Wins
Om in Dublin.

IIV .IKI'I' TIIOMPMOS.
KEW VORK February 15..Shkdei* of

the great departed! Papors havo lieen
sl^neil for a matcli between Jimmy
Britt i/md Bnttllng Nclson. NOW let
Terry McOovern and Young Corbott
glgn up and Bob Fltzsimmons and Pi ter
.'inhi.-r como togetber for a matoh, and
w<; win havo some flghtlng that la
iiginir.g.perhaps.
Whllo 1 do not re-gurd thc faet that

the iioer, Unliobs, Cloorcd Nelson ln th.
flrst round of their recent flght and
outpolnted tlie Dane In tnelr ten-r.i
K'». uh slgnlfirant of falling powers <m
tho i>art of tho Battler, tle- general Ini-
presslon made by the fight on tlu>*':
who naw it, and who are competent to
Judge, leaves llttlo doubt ln my
mlnd that thc hard-hlttlrig Hcgcswltch
yoiingstor has Joine.d the great uiid
gro'wlng army of "has-beens."
The number ol in.-n who have out-

polnted the Dane ln a ten-round go
can almost be countod l>>- th<- number
of men that hc has fought that num-
b'-r of rounds. As a boxer, Ulo B&ttli r
never was u howllng suceess. II.- won
his fight by main strongth aud per-
severance. I am not at all certaln
that hud the bout been to a flnlsh In-
atcad of ten rounds, a.s lt ua at Los
AngOlfiS, Nclson would not have Worn
down Unholz und beaten liim, na he
has don«; so many other good young-
stcrs; but the oplnlon of experts who
saw tbe flght ls to the contrary and
that Nclson haa Ipst his power to
IMII.-h.
Tho samo ls true .f Britt. aud irh«>n

these two back numborg tne. t, it wlll
bc- interesting to see whlch ot thu two
liaj Kone fartnot back.
Unholz, undoubtedly, by reason of

tht- declslon which gave hlm thu long
ond e>f tho jjiii.-.-. will nr.w «< i <,n .i

match with Packy McFarland, dhd the
winner of that bout wlll doubt lesa have
a chanee to wrest tlie tltle from Joo
I'ans. My own Impresslon ls thut Uie
Chlcago boy wlll provc the better man
oi the two, und unless t,.- meets witti
Fome mlshup, two or threo hard ring
buttles wlll give hlm tho experlence in
rlng generulshlp necessary to cnuble
hlm to argue with somo chanee of suc¬
eess wlth the Baltlmore oyster oponer
as to who la really thu lightwclght
champlon of America.
McFarland has many of the ear-

murk.s of the successful flghter, and if
1 hael to pick a man now before tho
publlc who had tho best chanee of
beating Gans out, 1 think my cholco
would fall on Packy, lt ls necessary
for hlm, however, to gain considerable
ring experlence before ho would have
much of a chanee wlth Gans.

I hear from London that Tommy
Burns will sall for homo the latter
part of .Mnrch. nnel that hc has funy
mado up hls mlnd to glvo Jack John¬
son a match. Whlle 1 have hedd all
along that neither Burns nor any
other man who ls even reasonably on
thc level, accordlng to tho prize ring
code of inorals, ls In any way bound to
meet Johnson, I am K'ad that Burns
has come to this declslon,

lf thc blg negro Is unything like tho
man his enthusiastlc admlrers clalm. |io
is, ho ought to havo a chanee to do-
monstrato the faet. lf lie ls not, lt
wlll bo a mcrcy to thu entire sporting
world to havo him llcked good anqplenty.

I believe that Burns can turn the
trlck, and lf Johmjon does not huck
out when tho tlme coinea to make a
match, ho ls ln for a severo aiul proper
laclng at the hands of the. Canuck.
However, lt has been demonstratcd on
moro than ono occaslon thal. my judg¬ment in theso maters Is no moro In-
falllblo than that of other men, and I
muy bo mistaken.

What wlth hls fights and exhibi-
tions 1 understand Burns is bringlngImme wlth hlm somcthing- between
£5,000 nnd £6,000, to say nothing of
oeld shlllings and pejnee of good Eng-
llsh money. This ls not hnd for a wln-
ter's work. even for a iicur-ehiuupion.
Jlm Jeffrlcs |s w-itehing tho Tiurus-

Roohe fight, whlch ls to lake placo in
Dublln on St. Patrle-k's Day, wlth-a
good deal of Interc.st. Some' onthusl'-
astit: Irlsh friend of thu Aiucrican
chumpion has wrlttcn hlm that. Rocho
ls liable to furnish tho pugillstic .sur¬
prlse of tho year when he meets Burns
ond tells the big fellow that Jem has
all the. pundilng power of Peter ]\la-
her, nnd thero are few men who ever
stood ln the ring who could hlt a harder
hlow than this husky fellow, and ndds
ln ntldltlon thnt Rocho Is moro than a
clever boxer. lf, by any chanee, Rocho
should succeoel ln beating Burns, lt Js
not' nt all lmprobublo thnt Jcffrlbs
wotild glvo hlm a match., Thoro is no
nolibt thut wlth tho Irlshtrian cliunv-
plon of tho world, matchod agalnst tho
unbeaton .leffrles, tho flght would
draw a houso blg enough to mnko lt
worth Jcff's whllo to leavo tho cufo
nnd nlfalfa farm" for a long enough
timo to get ln condltlon for a fight,
antl lt may bo romombered that tho
big fellow always haa i-uiillflert hls re¬
peated announcements of rctlromeiu
wlth tho provlso that If a fnreigner
walks off with tho ehuiupionship, ho
mlght reconsldor his tlctorminiition. not
to flght any moro.

Prlnceton Dmjis Cornoll,
Pfinceion muy drop Cornell from hor foot-

»nll sojiedule, takltiK on Darthiouth in placo>f tlii! Itliiicu team. rnriicll wmitcd tlu-
SJino next CiilPtci hc "played ul Iiluicu,
whlle thu Tlgers iiitilsti'il- un Prlm-cion or
fsew York. lt Is undemleiDd thnl DttrtntouTh
Wlll suroly be» the teuin substllutcd ior Coi'«
Uell if uuy chuuKo is. iiijidu,

CRACK THOROUGHBRED OF THE NORTH

AMERICAN ECLIPSE.

(>V. K, February II..Foxhall Keene
\V. Wadsworth, members ot the

i:l.. will ba represented In the run
be Natlonal Hunt Steeplechasia ln
e-xi month, Mr. Kecne has Pro-
Irt the Ust of nominmions. and Mr.
b'a representative is Phlliron.
a is run al the- Warwlek mectinff
1-th, and is nbout 150 yards over

It i-. one ot tho Ilrst-cUiss early
ouffh the lleld.
:..-.]. an horses will also be soon In
lg of the National Hunt Juvenllj
,se. to be run at the same meetlns.
lose of iwo nnel a half mlles and
n four-year-olds. W. H. P. Jen-
The Drudse 11. ln the llst, nnd
iL-et ls represented r>y Kuby Llght
Sal Oyama.

iUFFALO, N. Y., February IS..Frank
ch, ihe Amerlcan champion wrestler, has
lounced hls schedulo of dates up to tho
te when ho will probably meet Hucken-
lniilt. His last trlp wns very succcssful.
another has been nrrangee) along slmllar

38. Ho will make a two-weeks tour of the
a ICnglnnd States nnd will then visit the
iillei West, win.llng up nt Kansas City in
ie tn li-aln for lliickenschmtdt ln case tlio
ich wlth thn Uussian Lion ls made.

GDLF BULLS.
LONDON, February 15..When the Houso

ot Lords recently declded that thero was
no patent ln tbe rubber-cored golf ball, nnd
tho Held wus. aa a conseiiuence, thrown opin
to all who cared to manufuciure the ball,
many came to tlie concluslon that the re-
suli would be nn Increaso of comiietitlon to
capture the trado anel a cheapening ot the
article. To judge, however, by remai
made recently by a prominent member of onj
ot tho leading flrms, the- almost certaln coi
tlngency of tho Immedlato futiiro is un m
crease in tlm prlcc of tho ball.
He stated that thero would come Int

operation very shortly a rule by whlch only
*> cents oach would be allowed for "returns
lmtead of 12 cents. as in the pasr. Thut
Is to say, a golfer forwurdlnq a dozen 'ro¬
turns" anel ordering .1 dozen new BO-cj'it
bulls would havo to jiay 55 Instead of $t.50,
a.i under tho old scale of allowance. Tho
three leading Scottisb golf-bull inanui'actur-
ln,s- flrms had. ho sald, agreeel to thls ar-
raiigcment, und It was practlcally eertam
thut thn clilof Engllsh flrms, as woll ns- iho
American flrms tradlng in this cotintry,
wcuiil full into line.

»

No Sleet Vesterdny.
Owinp; to the continued rain.-e and

the batl conelltlon of the grround, the
golng was considereel too heavy yes¬
terday afternoon, anel tlio Deep llun
hounds were not unkennelod, The usu.il
meet will be held next Saturday after-

I noon.

Sporting Letters
Thc Hiiortlng edltor of Thc TlniCM-

Disput.li wlll gludly niinwer ln theyic
coluiuuie i.iiv i|iii--iliin ri'gtirding
sporting iiiatlcrs. Comititinlcutlonr
t*n .sporting .Hiibjce'ls -wlll nl.so lie
prinlcd, nnd cuninu-iiis >vill l>c lunrte
Address Sporting Edltor, Tluies-IM.i-
putvh.

Sporting Edltor Tlmos-Dlspatch:
Slr..Please. t'-li me wh£ woro the

best dll-rouhd batters aml' pitchers of
the Natlonai and Virginia Leagues last
season? tl. W. -M.
In tho Virginia League, Fisher, shbrt-

stop for Danvllle, has tho host bat-
ting record.,333. Bertrand, of Nor¬
folk, has the bosl pltchlng rocord.
.SI s.

In tho National League, Wagnor, of
Pittsburg, hus tho best battlng record.
.350. and Ruclbach, of Chlcago, has tho
bost pitching record..030..Edltor.
Sporting Editor Tlmes-Dispatch":

Sir,.Will you pleaso publlsh wheth¬
er Lavlndci- will pltch tor Danvllle thls
season or not? A READBB..
Yes..Editor.

LIGHTWEISHT flEFDRMS.
NEW YORK, February 15...too Gnns has

lecldod to refiirm. In a recent letter he
lald. "I am golng to iiult nrnoking antl
hii king entirely nnel will tako bottor caro

.:' mysolf the next six months than I.cver
lir.vo in my llfe. I did not make up my
nlnd to swedr off because of exceaslvc nmok-
ng or drinklng, but I am golng to get my-
lelt Into such- a condition thnt tho whole
iportlns world will miuvel. I want them
.1 ihlnk thut It ls my second tlme on enrth,
ir that I lmve taken a tonic to kocp me in
rierpetual youth. I will stay under cover
for tln- next six months, and I hope durlng
hat llme the llghtwelghta will get together
ind settle ns to whloh of them is tho bot>t

.-¦ io flght can bc arranged with mc for
;hn llghtwclght champlonshlp.

Bull Parks Sinrce.
MEMPHtS, TENN., February 15..Basebail

laika have boeomu so scurce for trulnlius
lurposos ln Southern Statea rlurlng the
iprlngtlma whon major league clubs clamor
or t. mporory homes thui tho Detroit Clua
nay take the Inltintlv.i and bulld grounds
n Uo't Sprlngs. Ark.

No Itaco.
NEW HA.VEN, CONN., Fobruary 15..

There will be- no boat race thls year botwoen
S'nlo nnd Annapolls, tho facuity havlng de¬
clded that If the crew loaves eollcgo ln tha
spring it should go te\-pui Amerlcan llcnloy.

HiiMn q
NEW YORK. February 15..Brunn Sofler-

strom, tho champlon all-round athlcte of
.Sweden, who ls now horo making a'study ot
American athletics ot tho request uiiil e-x-
pef.se of tho Klng of Swoden, had hls tlnt
gltn-pso nf an American gymnaslum when ho
waa shown all through that ut Columbia
Unlverslty. Mr. Sodorstrom snld tliat whllo
they miiko a spcclalty of gymnnsluins ;n
Sivejilen tlie cnmplotonos.s of tho plant at
li iiil'ht was a revelatlor
arato rooms for bbxtriff,
af greatly pleasod hlm,
ho attracted to tho hiii
candldates who ai
under Coach .Ilm
;hh Mr.

I was Iho

lo hlrn.
vrestnng aml fenc-
nml especlally was
ut of vnrslty crew

getting nn early workout
Rlce on the rowlng mn-

stroin sald th-
blggest ho had ev.;r soon.

I'lniiii.

E TO PLAY.
NEW YORK. February 13...e.'lmrloy Ten-

ncs. manager of tho bllllard champions, Jnk-
Schocfor and George Sutton, hns postcd
Scliaefer's forfe.lt to play Wllllo tloppe for
thu 18.l bnlk-line tlilo. As Sutton provldus-
ly accepted Hbppe'a cliallengo for thn IS.::
tltle, Iloppe wtll pluy for both tltlos late in
Mnrch or enrly In Aprll. The two niaichea
Piobnhly wlll take placo wlthln u wook of
ench olhor. Blllliml experta thlnk thnt
Hoppe wlll rognln the ls.i tltle, hut nre not
sure of lils ablllty to defeat Sutton.

THESE BALL-TOSSERS HAVE BEEN LONG ON THEIR JOB

s.vji .-la-nsvisii. FIIAXK CHAA'OB. 111X1 MAOXKK.ItOY THOMAS.
Itccord plnyers tojf eontlnuoiiN aervlee witli one club wbo will be ut tlu- hiiiiii* old nIiiiuI lllia sciiapii. Uay iiiomnis, of tlie IMillllcil FriiuU Clinnoe, of Ohlciurn, nml Snm lii>i»ve*, of PttNliiirK,

nre thu only llic Ii>iii;ik> playerN ivbo linve been wlth ono cluli t,.u vears nr nioie, bi'CiiUNO iiei|iient nIiIi'In luive been tlie rule iu Iiiini'IiiiH. iliiiia Wag;uer pluycil under Ui-cyfiua i'm- iiiore llinu
il dccadc. uinl wltcu UicvfUMa trimsfer rid Ihe I.oui.ivlllc ti-iuu lu PlUsburg lu Ith'l Hau.t went Wllh hlm. nud haa buuu thero e-ver slucu.

ECL1PSE,m
OFjuumi

Gratidson of Sir Archy Was to
His Section What Boston

Was to thc South.

RAN IIIS FIRST RACE
WHEN FIVE YEARS OLD

His Great Win Was Against
Henry, When More Than
$200,000 Ciianged Hands,
thc Southerners Back-
ing Their Favorite

to thc End.

By THOMAS NKI.SOX CARTER.
¦As Boston wns' the great Southern

horse. so Ecllpse; who precedeel him.
was the great Northern horse. Thls
cnlehniteil horse. the elescenelant,
though not the son of Kngllsh Ecllpse,
for whom he wns named, ls, of course,
Interesting to Vlrginlans on account
of hls wonderful porformances, antl
tlie descendants he has left In our
mldst, but ho ls chlofly Interesting- to
us as tho horso who ran agalnst Hen¬
ry, bv Slr Archy, to se-ttlc, at least for
the timo bolng, the questlon of tho
stipnrlorltv of the horses of tho two
sectlons."the North anel tho South.

Thlso race grew out of an offer
mnd.. by Colonel Wllllam R. Johnson,
of Petersburg, Vn., to produco a horse,
011 the last Tuesday ln May, 1823, to
run the four-mlle heats agalnst Ecllpso
over the Union course on Long Island.
ngreeable to tho rules of that course,
for $20.11110 a slde, $3,000 forfeit. wliich
was linmoellutely ntcepteel by Mr. John
C. Stophens, representing tho owner of
Ecllpse, Mr. Van Itatist. The race was
prepareel for in tho most elaborate
manner, anel created the elcepest In¬
terest throughout tho -whole country.
lt was really the flrst of a succossion
of contests between theso two rlvnl
sectlons. whlch lasted for years. In-
eleed, untll thn leglslatlvo of tlie North
began to frown on raclng (1812 to
1815), anel to pass laws puttlng down
and presorlblng race-e;ourses to suah
nn extent that "all tho most llberal
anel onergetlc patrons of thc turf with-
drew from it thelr support,' closed thelr
stablcs, dlsposed of thelr sttiels ana
ceosed, vastly to the loss of tho agrl¬
cultural communlty anel of the coxin-
try nt large, to broed. to keep or to
Import blood stock. whlle trottlng
courses at whlch, on the most mod-
crate computatlon, the opportunltios
for fraud are ten tlmos greater antl
fraud Is flfty times more generally
practiceel than on any race-course. ob-
t.alned a flxed posltlon and a stand.
These contests, however, contlnued in
the South untll the Civll War put an.
end to them.
For thls race, Colonel XV. XI. John¬

son, representing tho South, prepared
ns hls first choice John Rlchards's
four-yenr-olel; second, Henry, four
years old; third, Hetsy Rlchards, five
years old, nnd Flylng Childers, five,
nll bv Sir Archy. and Wa*rts»rton by
Tlmoleon. a son of Slr A-raM*, but in
traveling to the Union 1-4mr.se, Long
Islnml, he stopped at Mr. Bella Bad-
gers. about nlnety miles from tho
course, and trled the horses out. John
Rlchards, ln thls trlal, cut hls frog so
badlv that ho had to be thrown out of
tralnlng, nnd left wlth Washlngton,
ulso gono amlsB. nt Mr. Badgors. The
ill luck of tlio Vlrginlans in loslng thelr
best horso followed them to tlio track,
where Mr. Johnson, then skllled lead¬
er became so suddenly and violently
slck ns to conflne hlm to hls bed, which
hc wns unablo to leave on the day of
the ruce. It was not doclded untll
tlie lnst moment whether to start Hen¬
ry or tho mare. llonry was a small,
cumpiictlv bullt horse, just under flf-
teotl hiniils hlgh, but full of power
and emlurance, and consldered better
thnn Bettv. who, however, was a year
older. Klnally, Henry was selected to
carry the banner of the South.

ln tho mennwhlle, Mr. Van Raust.
the owner of .Ecllpse. a chestnut, 15 3-1
hands, full of power and wlth perfect
fcnrt.i behlnd tho saddle, but heavy.
much too heavy In front, had brought
hls nlne-year-old horse to the post
flt to run for a man's llfo.
The betting was tremendous; some

$200,000 changing hands: tho exc-ite-
inont between tho Northorners anel
Southerners who het only on their re-
apectlve horses, whatever they thought,
wns Intense. Tho crowd collectod from
all parts of the Unlted States, and
luiiiiliertng, lt ls sald, 60,000, was key-
ed to the highest pltch. when at 12
o'clock Henry mndo his appearance 011
the course as tho champlon of the
South, anel was soon confronted by
his antngonlst.
Wo can imaglno how any weak-

knecd Vlrginhui, if any thero wore.
must hnve felt when t'liey saw thelr
four-ycar-old pony como out to do
hattle with tho ehumpiein Ecllpse, then
the wlnner of eight races stralght, anej
standing nearly sixteen hands high
antl blg ln proportlon. However. they
hnd tho story of Davld and I'-oliath to
confront them. Henry was rldden by
11 Virginia bny, John Walelen; Ecllpsa
hy Wllllam Crafts. Kclipso drew thu
pole. The horses broko away somo

yards huck and came on down to the
wlre lapped and at a rattllng clip,
Henry wns immedlately sent out to
"take the track," whlch, being the
qulcker, he did ln gallant style. When
his boy took a hard pull on hlm, around
the turn thgy swept. the blg horso
pushlng Henry, who ran under a pull
until nt half mllo, lie- had full threo-
lengths the lead. This he hold. rtin-
nlng stendlly wlth a hard pull for
threo mil.-s und three-quartoi's of tho
fourth; the pace all tho whole being'
a kllllng ono. They had not gone
moro than twenty rods upon the last
part of tho qunrter, when Ecllpso
"mado play".tho spur nnd wliip wero
both npplled freely, and wlth a tre-
mendoiis burst, Et-lipse closed half hls
dlstance. but it waa too late; tho
champlon was dono for ln that heat,
aml a wrap or two let out on Henry
brought hlm home, wlnner by a length
ln the then record tlme of 7:37 1-2.
Tho horses coolcd out well, aiul ln

thlrty uiiiuiies were at the post fur
tha socond heat. Ecllpse, with Mr.
Purdy, the great t ral not- und Jocky, up,
llenry lod off und kept a leael of about
twenty feet tiniit about the concluslon
of the third mlle, Whon Ecllpse mado
hls run aiul closed thn daylight bo-
twecit thom; then giudunlly pulled up
to head and girth; thnn 10 a i|e:ul lap,
uud whon they BtraightOIied out on
the back strntch, Ecllpse, for tlie flrst
tlme, wus fairly clear und uhoud. Kroni
there on under whlp aiul spur. freely
bestowed, ho loept up hls run aud
griiilually. though slowly, pullnd aw.iv.
winnlng by iibuut two leiigtbs in
7:-m.

Tlie thlrtl heat was won by Eellnse-
tinder whlp und spur Ineessantly ap-
plled. Henry tralled uneler a pull un-
tli slxty rods from homo, when he
made his .run, pulllng up to Edlpse's
quarlor ln about 200 yards and then
fadeii out to nothlng, Thli huai wiu
run iti S:24.
The twelvo miles wera run In 'i'.t

uilnutcs atut 50 l-J secjnd. Tho horsej


